03 Reconciled Life Sermon
Title: Reconciled Life
Text: Romans 5, 2 Corinthians 5
Main Idea: When God sees us he sees Jesus
Challenge: Make King Jesus Visible

1. Introduction
a. Erica and I
i. Well, church, I did it again. A couple weeks ago, Erica and I made plans that would require her to take a day off work so she could help me with something. She was doing me a big favor. So, she scheduled the day off. Then, pretty much the day before, I had to change those plans because of my work. I kept her in the loop, and she was part of the process, but she wasn’t happy with my decision. In fact, she was downright upset with me. 
ii. You see she was upset that she scheduled the day off and won’t be able to get that day off back. She didn’t want to have to go to work and say, well, my husband is being a jerk and changed this so can I come to work today. Which I understand. 
iii. So that evening I asked her, on a scale of 1-10 how upset are you with me? I wanted to find out where I stood in that moment in the relationship. And she said rather snarky back to me, well at least a 6. I was like, yeah, I can live with that. – Also, on an unrelated note, if anyone in the church needs marriage counseling, I have open appointments. 
iv. In all seriousness, most of the time I see my wife as a teammate, I see her as my partner in life, but sometimes my vision is in need of adjusting. You know what I mean, church? 
b. Paul sends Philemon home
i. Philemon was a successful property owner, a Colossian Christian, most likely a convert from Paul’s ministry when he came through there.  While Paul was in prison, Onesimus, a slave owned by Philemon, stole some of Philemon’s money, and ended up in Ephesus where he met up with Paul and hoped he found his abolitionist. 
ii. So what is Paul to do? He sees an opportunity for the Gospel to work its power in reconciling these two. However, Paul knows that for true reconciliation to occur, he will have to send Onesimus home to his master, Philemon, hence the small 1-page letter that is the bookend of Paul’s literature in the New Testament. 
iii. He believes that through the gospel, that Jesus is now King of the world, he can call upon Philemon to not only look past Onesimus’ flight, but also see him as his equal. He is going to give Philemon a new way to look at his slave, through the gospel. 
c. Review sermon series
i. Because as the gospel goes, Adam and Eve rebel against God’s law to not eat the forbidden fruit. When they do, three consequences deeply change who we are.
1. We are sentenced to death. 
2. We become slaves to sin
3. And finally, we are sent away, exiled from God’s presence. The relationship is severed. And the two become enemies.
ii. But when God sent them away, he told Eve that there will be one who will come that will solve all these problems. He will bring healing and restoration in three ways. Then the rest of the Old Testament, as it unfolds, looks forward to what this son will do:
1. He will Resurrect
2. He will Redeem
3. He will Reconcile
iii. Then God began his rescue plan in the person of Abraham that healing, and blessing will come through his family. He gains a family, that family becomes a people, that people become a nation, that nation becomes a kingdom, and that kingdom produces a King, but it’s not the king they were expecting. 
1. And when Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead, he conquered the enemy that was reigning, death. Now that he is the King of the world, he can share blessings with the world. Now that Jesus is King of the world, those blessings are:
2. Resurrection, future and present.
3. Redemption, being set free from sin’s reign, and
4. What we are looking at today, Reconciliation. Bringing back together what was once broken, our relationship with God.
a. There are two main passages where Paul teaches on Reconciliation. They are Romans 5 and 2 Corinthians 5. And I want to look at these looking through his letter to Philemon.
d. The Hook
i. So what I want us to consider today is in light of being reconciled, how does God see us? Paul gives us the answer in Romans 5:1-11 by sharing three ways God sees us differently through the gospel. 
e. Transition
i. Let’s start in Romans 5. If you have your Bibles or Bible apps, go to there now. Then if you want to get 2 Corinthians 5 ready, we will end there.
ii. Romans 5 is a threshold text. Here is what I mean by that. In the first few verses he is going to sum up everything that has come since he began his argument back in chapter 1. He is summing up how the Gospel reveals God’s faithfulness to his promises by sending the messiah Jesus to defeat death and become King of the world and the result of that work, reconciliation. 
iii. But he is also looking ahead to what this means and how the gospel transforms God’s people. So here we stand in the threshold, looking back and looking forward, perhaps needing to adjust our glasses a bit so we can see the whole scope. Follow along with me

2. Romans 5:1-5
a. Text
i. 5:1 Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have also obtained access into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of God’s glory. 3 Not only this, but we also rejoice in sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance, character, and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
ii. These verses pack quite the theological punch as he sums up everything he has written in the last three chapters. But here he reveals how God sees us differently. The first is…
 
b. As friends instead of foes.
i. Because we have Peace through Christ we are no longer enemies.
1. We have peace through the blood of Jesus. The big theological word here is the word Justification. Justification means to be declared in right standing with the law. The NET translates it here as declared Righteous. In this case, it means to be in right standing with God. We are Righteous because Jesus died on the cross in our place, taking upon himself the punishment for our sins and God’s wrath is turned from us to Jesus. But not only that he bore God’s wrath, but that he also came back to life.
2. I want to be very clear here about something. God is very angry about sin and our rebellion against him. God is holy, he must handle our rebellion justly, which means punishment. But you and I could never endure God’s punishment. 
3. So from his Love, God develops a rescue plan where His justice is satisfied and we can have reconciliation. He does this by sending himself, in his son, Jesus (yeah I know the trinity is a weird thing), God comes in the flesh, in the person of his son, to bear the penalty for you and for me by dying on the cross. And if the story ended there, then we would still be in trouble with God. But the lungs filled in a gasp, and the heart that was still began to beat, and in the moment of the resurrection, righteousness is possible. Paul says Jesus was put to death for our sin but raised to life for our justification. Justification means peace with God. So because of the cross we have forgiveness. Because of the resurrection we have peace. Because of Christ we are friends not foes.
ii. Type of peace
1. This is the kind of peace people long for in the midst of war. Think of all the people in Ukraine who long for peace, the cessation of hostilities of Russia upon their now war ridden country. This is the kind of peace where the two greatest powers sign a peace treaty that lasts a generation.
2. Which means that we were at one time not only opposed to God but his enemy. We were enemies like Ukraine and Russia or America and Russia for that matter.
iii. Text
1. 5:6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  5:7 (For rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person perhaps someone might possibly dare to die.)  5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, because we have now been declared righteous by his blood, we will be saved through him from God’s wrath.  
iv. Interpretation
1. I like how the song King of Kings by hillsong that we sing puts: In the darkness we were waiting without hope and without light till from heaven you came running there was mercy in your eyes to fulfil the law and prophets to a virgin came the word from a throne of endless glory to a cradle in the dirt.
2. God launched his rescue mission when we were completely lost and unable to save ourselves.
3. Christ did for us while we were sinners. This means that God is the initiator of peace, not us. This means that it is because of God’s love and mercy that we are given this wonderful gift of grace. A lot of times people define grace as forgiveness from sins. And while that is part of it, Grace at its core is unmerited favor. We receive unmerited favor from God because we are his enemies. He has every right to wipe us out and start all over. He even contemplated it a few times in the Old Testament. Yet God chose to act out of his love to resolve the conflict between us by taking out his wrath and justice upon himself in the flesh of his son, Jesus. 
v. Application
1. We have peace with God. God did it all, y’all. There was nothing we could do. Jesus did it for us. And we should take this to heart because maybe we are at war with someone else. Maybe we are at war with our neighbor when we should be at peace. The example laid out for us here is to initiate the peace. Paul will later say in Romans, if at all possible live at peace with everyone.  
2. We have a relationship. That means we can go to him when we are tired, we can go to him when we are angry, we can go to him when we are sad, we can go to him when we are in need and he will be there to hear us, to be with us and us with him. 
vi. Transition
1. Which leads me to the next way God sees us in light of Jesus becoming King of the world God sees us as, 

c. As Priests instead of Peasants 
i. Text
1. we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have also obtained access into this grace in which we stand
ii. Interpretation 
1. It’s temple language. You couldn’t just enter the temple or the holy of holies without the danger of losing one’s life so they would tie a rope around their waist incase the High Priest fell down dead being in God’s presence. 
2. You can’t just walk into the oval office. You would first be chased down, tackled, and tasered for good measure. You need permission to enter the King’s throne room. 
3. This is that kind of access. It is the kind of access that only the High priest would have on the Day of Atonement, peering behind the curtain into the most sacred space, the hot spot for God’s presence. We are granted access to God’s presence and power, and as we do so, we realize that this is what we were made for; that this is what truly human existence ought to be like; and that this is something so massive so unimaginably beautiful and powerful, that we almost burst. 
4. One commentator put it like this. We are given the kind of access to God that only a toddler child would have walking into the King’s bedroom at night asking for a glass of water. It is a grace that means we have a VIP backstage pass into the hallways of heavenly power. That’s the kind of access we have. 
iii. Application
1. Our reconciled life means that we have constant contact with God through his Holy Spirit given to us in Grace. 
2. By having that sort of access to God’s presence, we are changed.
3. We are changed into the person we were always meant to be. It means that we experience sufferings while still living here in a world still separated from God. 
iv. Transition
1. So because of our access to God through the Spirit inside God sees us differently. He sees us…

d. As Disciples instead of Disappointments
i. Text
1. and we rejoice in the hope of God’s glory. 3 Not only this, but we also rejoice in sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance, character, and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
ii. Interpretation
1. To rejoice in the hope of God’s glory is to look forward to a final verdict from God that we are righteous. Look to verse 9.
2. 9 Much more then, because we have now been declared righteous by his blood, we will be saved through him from God’s wrath.
3. We have been reconciled to God, but there is further work to be done in our salvation. There is the end, when Jesus returns to judge the living and the dead. We all will stand before the judgement seat and give an account for our lives. 
4. But Paul makes very clear here that we have hope that through our reconciliation which has already taken place that we will receive the full and final verdict of our right standing with God. You could call this a future justification.
5. When we look to this future justification or ratification of what we already enjoy in the present we rejoice in the sufferings we endure as a disciple of Jesus. Our discipleship produces endurance, endurance character and character hope. Paul’s promise is that we will not be disappointed. 
6. Because Jesus is raised from the dead, he can at the day of final judgement say to his father, the great judge of all, I know him. I know her. They are with me. And in that moment the angels will stand in awe of the glory given to us because of the glory of the Son. 
iii. Application
1. So we have hope. That hope carries us forward in life as we move from one moment to the next navigating this thing called the Christian life. 
2. We have hope that our faith will not be in vain
3. We have hope that our faith is fully rewarded.
4. We have hope that our faith will work with the Holy Spirit inside us to produce every good fruit he provides.
5. We have hope that our faith will survive the tragedies of life
6. We have hope that our faith will open our eyes to God’s glory when they are closed in the grave.
7. We have hope church. Do you hope? The great hope of our reconciliation with God is that this is not all there is, that life endures, that life is set free, and that life is restored.
e. Transition
i. These different ways that God sees us changes how we see the world around us. And in Paul’s letter to Philemon we see how the gospel of King Jesus changes the way Philemon sees his slave Onesimus.
3. Philemon 17-18
a. The story
i. Paul explains to Philemon that he did not want to send Onesimus back to him because of how valuable Onesimus has become. He served Paul while Paul was in prison which is what Philemon was supposed to be doing but wasn’t. Onesimus probably spoke on Paul’s behalf to the churches in Ephesus. He was like a go between. 
ii. So when Paul sends this letter he is sending it with Onesimus the slave as it’s carrier in faith that Onesimus will be obedient and actually go and not run away again. But also in hope that Philemon will read the letter, that he has been transformed by the gospel, and heed his words of reconciliation. 
b. The text
i. 17 and 18 of Philemon are the crux of the letter and perhaps the foundation for Paul’s entire view of Jesus and salvation in reconciliation and the role of the kingdom of God. I believe it is ground zero for understanding Paul’s entire Kingdom agenda. He says to Philemon…
ii. 17 Therefore if you regard me as a partner, accept him as you would me. 18 Now if he has defrauded you of anything or owes you anything, charge what he owes to me.
c. The point
i. Paul is standing between the two estranged men Philemon and Onesimus and he is saying look, Onesimus is my friend and partner in the ministry. You too are my partner. Then treat Onesimus as you would treat me because I am covering his debt.
ii. Jesus does the same thing with us and God. He is the place where reconciliation is made, he is the go between. He is the ambassador of God and the counselor of the people. 
iii. Paul is acting out this cosmic salvific scene. When Philemon looks at Onesimus he isn’t to see Onesimus. He is to see Paul. 
d. Transition
i. That idea is the basis for reconciliation. It is the basis of our salvation. It is the foundation or Paul’s theology. We see it most clearly in 2 Corinthians 5. Let’s go there now. 

4. 2 Corinthians 5:16-20
a. Text
i. 16 So then from now on we acknowledge no one from an outward human point of view. Even though we have known Christ from such a human point of view, now we do not know him in that way any longer. 17 So then, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; what is old has passed away—look, what is new has come! 18 And all these things are from God who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and who has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 19 In other words, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting people’s trespasses against them, and he has given us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making his plea through us. We plead with you on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God!” 
b. New Vision
i. In the work laid out here by Paul, we see that we get a new set of lenses. A new way of looking at people. Just like I need glasses to see all your wonderful faces today. I also need gospel lenses to help me see you the right way. See you the way God sees you.
ii. Because just as Paul said, I’m not to look at you like I once did. The gospel makes me look at you as someone who is loved by God, being Resurrected by God, being redeemed by God.
c. Main idea – so how does God see us in light of the reconciliation?
i. When God Sees us, He Sees Jesus. 
ii. God made him who knew no sin to be sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
iii. I need to see you for the child of God that you are and live at peace with you all, to pray and minister with the access that we have in Christ, and walk in hope with you all that we are the hands and feet of Jesus to the world.
iv. Jesus reconciles our relationship with God for salvation and is the model for how our vision of others ought to change. Not only are we to reconcile with God, but we reconcile with others. And Reconciling with others means making Jesus and the good news about him visible to others.
5. Closing
a. Philip Yancey’s story…
i. The author Philip Yancey talks about a remarkable woman he met named Joanna in South Africa. As a student she agitated for change in apartheid and then saw the miracle that no one had predicted, the peaceful dismantling of that evil system. Afterward, for many hours she sat with her husband and watched live broadcasts of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission hearings. Instead of simply exulting in her newfound freedoms, Joanna next decided to minister in the most violent prison in South Africa, a prison where Nelson Mandela had spent several years.
ii. Tattoo-covered gang members controlled the prison, strictly enforcing a rule that required new members to earn their admittance to the gang by assaulting undesirable prisoners. Prison authorities looked the other way, letting these “animals” beat and even kill each other. Alone, this attractive young woman started going each day into the bowels of that prison. She brought a simple message of forgiveness and reconciliation, trying to put into practice on a smaller scale what Mandela and Bishop Tutu were trying to effect in the nation as a whole. She organized small groups, taught trust games, got the prisoners to open up about the details of their horrific childhoods.
iii. The year before she began her visits, the prison had recorded 279 acts of violence; the next year there were two. Joanna’s results were so impressive that the BBC sent a camera crew from London to produce two one-hour documentaries on her. When pressed for how this mini reconciliation commission worked so well she said, “Well, of course, Philip, God was already present in the prison. I just had to make him visible.”
b. The Challenge
i. And that’s my challenge to you. Make King Jesus visible. 
c. Philemon
i. We aren’t sure but we can presume that Paul’s appeals work. Otherwise, I’d doubt that Philemon would be counted among the Cannon. 
ii. We do know that Paul wants to go visit Philemon when he is out of prison and it would be an awkward encounter if it didn’t. But in Colossians 4:9 (which is written about 15 years later) Paul writes, “Tychicus is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you.. They will tell you everything that is happening here.”
iii. So Philemon likely set Onesimus free, but more importantly reconciled himself to him not just as friends but as co-laborers in the ministry of reconciliation because that is what reconciled people do. 
d. The Vision
i. So one last time, what’s the problem? We rebelled against God and therefore sentenced to death, slaves to sin, and sent away as enemies.
ii. What’s the good news? That God sent his son to become king of the world by overcoming death, sin, and separation. And now that he is king he can share these blessings of Resurrection, Redemption and Reconciliation with you.
iii. This gospel truth of Old shall not kneel and shall not faint.
iv. Let us go on making this King visible to the world through the ministry of reconciliation.




Outline
Text: Romans 5, 2 Corinthians 5
Title: Reconciled Life

How does God see us in light of Reconciliation?
1. As ____________ instead of  ____________.
2. As ____________ instead of  ____________.
3. As ____________ instead of  ____________.

Answer: When God sees us he sees __________. 

Challenge: Make King Jesus __________.
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